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Lesson – Salvation is for all those God calls from every nation. 
    

19 ¶ But as Peter continued pondering 
over the vision, the Spirit said to him, 
Behold, three men seek thee; 20 but  
rise up, go down, and go with them, 
nothing doubting, because *I* have sent 
them. -  Acts 10:19-20 
 
This Lesson Outline was prepared by John M. Wharton  January 20, 2010 
http://www.biblestudyadventures.com/ 
 
Sources - 
All bible text, unless otherwise indicated, is the Darby Translation. ASV indicates the 
American Standard Version, with KJV indicating the King James Version. Quotations are 
often included from various classic Christian commentaries such as John Gill's Expositor, 
Jamieson, Fausset and Brown, Robertson's New Testament Word Pictures, and others. 
Greek and Hebrew word definitions are often included which are from the Strong’s 
Concordance, unless otherwise indicated. All of these sources, both the bible texts, 
commentaries, and word definition’s are taken from the excellent source, the e-Sword Bible 
computer program found at http://www.e-sword.net/index.html unless otherwise indicated. 
Clipart is courtesy of ChristiansUnite.com at http://clipart.christiansunite.com . 
 
Introduction -  
Many of the Jewish believers had trouble accepting the believing Gentiles. They weren't 
circumcised, didn't keep the law of Moses, and they ate unclean foods. In this lesson, and 
the following chapter, we will see the Apostle Peter himself struggle with this, as God 
sends him to preach to  Gentiles. But first let's look again at the ‘Great Commission’ (in 
Matthew 28:17-20) that was given to the Apostles by Christ. Then we'll look at Peter's 
experiences in Acts 10. 
 

 
 
The Great Commission -  
  
Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them to the 
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name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit; 
 
First let's look at the ‘Great Commission’ in Matthew 28:17-20 that Christ gave to His 
Apostles. Notice in verse 19 He told them to go into all nations of the world and preach the 
Gospel.  
 
Matthew 28: 
17  And when they saw him, they did homage to him: but some doubted. 
18  And Jesus coming up spoke to them, saying, All power has been given me in 
heaven and upon earth. 
19  Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them to 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit; 
20  teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have enjoined you. 
And behold, *I* am with you all the days, until the completion of the age. 
 
Comments - 
This is the great commission that Jesus gave to His disciples: to go into all the world and 
preach the Gospel. But we'll see in the Book of Acts that they had a hard time doing that. It 
was hard for them to believe that a Gentile could just believe in Christ as Lord, and be 
forgiven of his sins. Somehow it seemed that the Gentiles should have to convert to 
Judaism, and be circumcised to be fully saved. We will see this even more clearly when we 
study Acts 11. The simplicity of God's plan is still difficult for many to believe...even today. 
Most of the Jewish Christians never did believe that circumcision wasn't required for 
salvation...they reasoned that God could not change, and so the Law couldn't either? 
 
 
Acts Chapter 10 -  
 
And now send men to Joppa and fetch Simon, who is surnamed Peter. 
 
A Roman Centurion named Cornelius was devout, helping many, and praying for more 
understanding of God's ways. In a vision an angel told him to send for Simon Peter who 
would teach him about God. As Cornelius' servants approached the house it was Peter's 
turn. He now experienced a vision. In it he was told to go teach this Gentile Centurion. 
That would be tough....he was a Gentile. Peter did go to Cornelius' house and preach the 
Gospel to all there. Cornelius had invited everyone important to him. He wanted them to 
hear the message too. Peter and his companions were amazed...these people believed and 
were filled with the Spirit of God. So they baptized them in water. 
 
Acts 10: 
 
1 ¶ But a certain man in Caesarea, —by name Cornelius, a centurion of the band 
called Italic, 
2  pious, and fearing God with all his house, both giving much alms to the people, 
and supplicating God continually, 
3  —saw plainly in a vision, about the ninth hour of the day, an angel of God 
coming unto him, and saying to him, Cornelius. 
4  But he, having fixed his eyes upon him, and become full of fear, said, 
What is it, Lord? And he said to him, Thy prayers and thine alms have gone up 
for a memorial before God. 

 
Definition “full of fear” – G1719  ἔμφοβος  emphobos  em'-fob-os  From G1722 and G5401; in 
fear, that is, alarmed: - affrighted, afraid, tremble. 

 
Comments - 
We can see in the Greek word “emphobos” our English word phobia. That shows us how 
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strong this fear was. A lot of people today claim to see angels, and have revelations from 
God. They're often wonderful little experiences. But that's not what happened here. 
Cornelius was a Roman Centurion. He'd seen battle with his men. His business was life 
and death...quick and to the point. But he was afraid of this angel the minute he saw him. 
 
5  And now send men to Joppa and fetch Simon, who is surnamed Peter. 
6  He lodges with a certain Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea. 
7  And when the angel who was speaking to him had departed, having called two 
of his household and a pious soldier of those who were constantly with him, 
8  and related all things to them, he sent them to Joppa. 
Comments - 
God is able to tell you exactly were you must go to find what He wants for you. His 
directions can be as specific, or general as needed to accomplish what He wants. One of 
those Cornelius sent was a "pious soldier”. He had had a good influence on his men. 
 
 
And he became hungry and desired to eat. But as they were making ready 
an ecstasy came upon him: 
 
9 ¶ And on the morrow, as these were journeying and drawing near to the city, 
Peter went up on the house to pray, about the sixth hour. 
 
Comments - 
...Peter went up on the house to pray... - The roof was often made flat and with a wall 
around the perimter. It would be a good place to sit, or nap. 
 
10  And he became hungry and desired to eat. But as they were making ready 
an ecstasy came upon him: 

 
Definition “an ecstasy” - 1611. ἔκστασις ekstasis ek’-stas-is; from 1839; a displacement of the 
mind, i.e. bewilderment, "ecstasy":— + be amazed, amazement, astonishment, trance.  
 
Robertson's New Testament Word Pictures from e-Sword Bible program - 
Act 10:10   
Hungry (prospeinos) Only instance of the word known, a hapax legomenon. Probably “very 
hungry” (pros=besides, in addition).  
Desired (ēthelen). Imperfect active. Was longing to eat. It was about twelve o’clock noon and 
Peter may even have smelt the savory dishes, “while they made ready” (paraskeuazontōn). “The 
natural and the supernatural border closely on one another, with no definable limits” (Furneaux).  
He fell into a trance (egeneto ep' auton ekstasis). More exactly, “An ecstasy came upon him,” in 
which trance he passed out of himself (ekstasis, from existēmi) and from which one came to 
himself (Act_12:11). Cf. also Act_11:5; Act_22:17. It is thus different from a vision (horama) as in 
Act_10:3. 

 
Comments - 
The sixth hour was noon. It was time for lunch and Robertson's Word Pictures notes that 
Peter was “very hungry” indeed.  Maybe God had increased his appetite...just to get his 
attention. Peter might have needed a little more convincing. Strong's definition does make 
this 'ecstasy' sound more powerful than the vision Cornelius had had a day before. God 
was making sure He got Peter's attention. 
 
11  and he beholds the heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending, as a 
great sheet, bound by the four corners and let down to the earth; 
12  in which were all the quadrupeds and creeping things of the earth, and the 
fowls of the heaven. 
 
 



Page  4  of  7 

And Peter said, In no wise, Lord; for I have never eaten anything common 
or unclean. 
 
13  And there was a voice to him, Rise, Peter, slay and eat. 
14  And Peter said, In no wise, Lord; for I have never eaten anything 
common or unclean. 

Definition “Lord” - G2962  κύριος  kurios  koo'-ree-os  From κῦρος kuros (supremacy); supreme in 
authority, that is, (as noun) controller; by implication Mr. (as a respectful title): - God, Lord, 
master, Sir. 
Definition “unclean”  -  G169  ἀκάθαρτοςakathartos  ak-ath'-ar-tos  From G1 (as a negative 
particle) and a presumed derivative of G2508 (meaning cleansed); impure (ceremonially, morally 
(lewd) or specifically (demonic)): - foul, unclean. 

 
Comments -  
...In no wise, Lord... – Peter just couldn't bring himself to do that...even if he knew this was 
God speaking to him. Tradition can be good to a degree...but it can also bind us to deeply. 
Even if we know that God is talking to us He still may have a hard time getting us to 
believe.  
...for I have never eaten anything common or unclean – We can also see something 
important here. The Apostles still seem to think that salvation required keeping the Old 
Testament law. They don't seem to realize that the cross of Christ had fulfilled the law's 
requirements. 
 
15  And there was a voice again the second time to him, What God has 
cleansed, do not *thou* make common. 

Definition “make common” -  2840. koinow koinoo koy-no’-o; from 2839; to make (or consider) 
profane (ceremonially):—call common, defile, pollute, unclean.  

 
Comments -  
Our religious traditions, and our attitudes can make something sinful that God has made 
for us to use. And we're shown another point here. Under the Law Of Moses these foods 
were unclean. But now God has told Peter they aren't anymore. Grace, forgiveness, and 
faith can free us from the law's requirements. So the law of Moses was never meant to be 
the final word. No one ever could keep all of it. Peter himself says this in Acts 15:10. God 
always had a better way in mind. 
 
16  And this took place thrice, and the vessel was straightway taken up into 
heaven. 
 
17  And as Peter doubted in himself what the vision which he had seen might 
mean, behold also the men who were sent by Cornelius, having sought out the 
house of Simon, stood at the gate, 
 
Comments -  
...what the vision which he had seen might mean... - Peter knew that it was God speaking 
to him, but he still didn't understand what it all meant. 
 
18  and having called some one, they inquired if Simon who was surnamed Peter 
was lodged there. 
 
but rise up, go down, and go with them, nothing doubting, because *I* have 
sent them. 
 
19 ¶ But as Peter continued pondering over the vision, the Spirit said to him, 
Behold, three men seek thee; 
20  but rise up, go down, and go with them, nothing doubting, because *I* 
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have sent them. 
 
Comments -  
...the Spirit said to him... - Peter knew that God had just spoken to him. But he didn't know 
what the vision meant.  He needed more clarification before he'd be willing to go preach 
among these Gentiles. 
 
21  And Peter going down to the men said, Behold, *I* am he whom ye seek: 
what is the cause for which ye come? 
22  And they said, Cornelius, a centurion, a righteous man, and fearing God, and 
borne witness to by the whole nation of the Jews, has been divinely instructed by 
a holy angel to send for thee to his house, and hear words from thee. 
23  Having therefore invited them in, he lodged them. And on the morrow, rising 
up he went away with them, and certain of the brethren from Joppa went with 
him. 
 
 
And he said to them, *Ye* know how it is unlawful for a Jew to be joined or 
come to one of a strange race, and to *me* God has shewn to call no man 
common or unclean. 
 
24  And on the morrow they came to Caesarea. But Cornelius was looking for 
them, having called together his kinsmen and his intimate friends. 
25  And when Peter was now coming in, Cornelius met him, and falling down did 
him homage. 
26  But Peter made him rise, saying, Rise up: *I* myself also am a man. 
27  And he went in, talking with him, and found many gathered together. 
28  And he said to them, *Ye* know how it is unlawful for a Jew to be joined 
or come to one of a strange race, and to *me* God has shewn to call no 
man common or unclean. 

Definition “one of a strange race” -  G246  ἀλλόφυλος  allophulos  al-lof'-oo-los From G243 and 
G5443; foreign, that is, (specifically) Gentile: - one of another nation. 

 
Comments -  
...and to *me* God has shewn to call no man common or unclean – Now we see that Peter 
has finally connected the dots. He understands what God meant by the vision. 
 
29  Wherefore also, having been sent for, I came without saying anything against 
it. I inquire therefore for what reason ye have sent for me. 
30  And Cornelius said, Four days ago I had been fasting unto this hour, and the 
ninth I was praying in my house, and lo, a man stood before me in bright clothing, 
31  and said, Cornelius, thy prayer has been heard, and thy alms have come in 
remembrance before God. 
32  Send therefore to Joppa and fetch Simon, who is surnamed Peter; he lodges 
in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea who when he is come will speak to 
thee. 
33  Immediately therefore I sent to thee, and *thou* hast well done in coming. 
Now therefore *we* are all present before God to hear all things that are 
commanded thee of God. 
34 ¶ And Peter opening his mouth said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no 
respecter of persons, 
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35  but in every nation he that fears him and works righteousness is acceptable 
to him. 
36  The word which he sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ, (*he* is Lord of all things,) 
37  *ye* know; the testimony which has spread through the whole of 
Judaea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism which John preached— 
 
Comments -  
*ye* know; the testimony which has spread through the whole of Judaea ... – Peter seems 
to indicate that the stories of John the Baptist's preaching, as well as the teaching, and 
ministry of Jesus of Nazareth have both spread from Judea to Caesarea. 
 
38  Jesus who was of Nazareth: how God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and 
with power; who went through all quarters doing good, and healing all that were 
under the power of the devil, because God was with him. 
39  *We* also are witnesses of all things which he did both in the country of the 
Jews and in Jerusalem; whom they also slew, having hanged him on a cross. 
40  This man God raised up the third day and gave him to be openly seen, 
41  not of all the people, but of witnesses who were chosen before of God, *us* 
who have eaten and drunk with him after he arose from among the dead. 
42  And he commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify that *he* it is 
who was determinately appointed of God to be judge of living and dead. 
43  To him all the prophets bear witness that every one that believes on him 
will receive through his name remission of sins. 
 

Robertson's New Testament Word Pictures from the e-Sword Bible program - 
Act 10:43   
Every one that believeth (panta ton pisteuonta)....Peter had already said the same thing at 
Pentecost (Act_2:38), but now he sees himself that Gentiles do not have to become Jews, but have 
only to believe in Jesus as Messiah and Judge as foretold by the prophets. It was glorious news to 
Cornelius and his group.  
Through his name (dia tou onomatos autou), not as a title or magic formula (Act_18:13), but the 
power of Christ himself represented by his name. 

 
Comments -  
...that every one that believes on him will receive through his name remission of sins -  
It is the act of our believing in the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross that is acceptable to God 
the Father. God the Father accepts Christ's death and sacrifice instead of ours. We don't 
have to die for our own sins. That wouldn't save us anyway. And if we ask God to forgive 
us for all of our sin, believing that He will, then He will graciously forgive.  
Look above at what Robertson's commentary says. This was a wonderful revelation to 
Cornelius and the others. They could just believe the Apostles report, and call out to God, 
and he would forgive them. Right then and there. They didn't have to become circumcised. 
 
 
And the faithful of the circumcision were astonished, as many as came with 
Peter, that upon the nations also the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out: 
 
44 ¶ While Peter was yet speaking these words the Holy Spirit fell upon all those 
who were hearing the word. 
 
Comments -  
We don't see here what we're used to expecting in the church. Peter didn't ask them to 
come forward, or to repeat a prayer to be saved. They simply heard Peter's claim that 
Jesus had gained our forgiveness by His sacrifice, and they trusted in His name. God the 
Father immediately accepted them as believers. 
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45  And the faithful of the circumcision were astonished, as many as came 
with Peter, that upon the nations also the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out: 

Definition “were astonished” -  G1839  ἐξίστημι  existēmi  ex-is'-tay-mee  From G1537 and G2476; to put 
(stand) out of wits, that is, astound, or (reflexively) become astounded, insane: - amaze, be (make) 
astonished, be beside self (selves), bewitch, wonder. 

 
Adam Clarke's Commentary on the Bible from the e-Sword Bible program - 
They of the circumcision - were astonished - Because it was a maxim with them that the 
Shechinah or Divine influence could not be revealed to any person who dwelt beyond the 
precincts of the promised land. Nor did any of them believe that the Divine Spirit could be 
communicated to any Gentile. It is no wonder, therefore, that they were amazed when they saw 
the Spirit of God so liberally given as it was on this occasion. 

 
Comments -  
...were astonished, as many as came with Peter... - Look at the definition of “were 
astounded” above, and at what Clarke says about it. They were 'floored' as we often say it 
today. They could hardly believe this was happening...even as they saw it, and heard it.  
...that upon the nations also the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out.. - Look at what 
Clarke tells us above. It was common belief among the Jewish people that God would not 
put His presence, or blessing on Gentiles, and certainly not outside of the land of Israel. 
Here God was doing both while they watched! They saw Gentiles hear the Gospel, and 
accept it at that moment, and then be blessed by God so much that no one could deny it. 
And these Gentiles weren't even circumcised yet! How could it be? 
 
 
Can any one forbid water that these should not be baptised, who have 
received the Holy Spirit as we also did? 
 
46  for they heard them speaking with tongues and magnifying God. Then Peter 
answered, 
47  Can any one forbid water that these should not be baptised, who have 
received the Holy Spirit as we also did? 
48  And he commanded them to be baptised in the name of the Lord. Then 
they begged him to stay some days. 
 
Comments –  
Now Peter was finally able to see that “..What God has cleansed, do not *thou* make 
common..“. These new believers needed to be baptised in water as Jesus had also taught 
them, and he orders that this be done.  
These new believers in Cornelius home now entered into the church of Jesus Christ. But 
the controversy was not over as we'll see in the next chapter.  
 
Conclusion -  
As we saw, the Apostle Peter himself struggled with the idea of going to preach to the 
Gentiles. Even though Christ had ordered the Apostles to go into all the world in ‘the Great 
Commission’ (in Matthew 28:17-20) Peter still had to struggle with the fact that he had 
never eaten any unclean food. He had been taught to keep the commandments of the 
Mosaic law from his youth up. And now he had to go fellowship with unclean Gentiles. It 
was hard to accept. But he did go...and the house of the Centurion Cornelius was saved. In 
the next chapter we will see that others of the Jerusalem church had trouble with this new 
idea....the idea of going to the Gentiles. 


