Lesson – We must move beyond the law to grace, forgiveness, and freedom from sin.

Wherefore, leaving the word of the beginning of the Christ, let us go on to what belongs to full growth, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and faith in God, -  Heb 6:1
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Sources -

All bible text, unless otherwise indicated, is the Darby Translation. ASV indicates the American Standard Version, with KJV indicating the King James Version. Quotations are often included from various classic Christian commentaries such as John Gill's Expositor, Jamieson, Fausset and Brown, Robertson's New Testament Word Pictures, and others. Greek and Hebrew word definitions are often included which are from the Strong’s Concordance, unless otherwise indicated. All of these sources, both the bible texts, commentaries, and word definition’s are taken from the excellent source, the e-Sword Bible computer program found at http://www.e-sword.net/index.html unless otherwise indicated. Clipart is courtesy of ChristiansUnite.com at http://clipart.christiansunite.com .

Introduction - 

In this chapter Paul continues to work on these Hebrew believers who have camped out on the rules of the Old Testament law, and consequently don't know, or accept much of their Christian faith. As we will see, Paul intends to drag them past those basics of understanding God's ways, into the full faith of the Gospel.

The lesson text is Hebrews chapter 6 -

Heb 6:1  Wherefore, leaving the word of the beginning of the Christ, let us go on to what belongs to full growth, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and faith in God, 

Heb 6:2  of the doctrine of washings, and of imposition of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment; 

Comments - 

Wherefore, leaving the word of the beginning of the Christ,... - We can see from what's said here that we are not supposed to stay focused on the beginning level of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul tells us to move beyond that, and learn more about God's word. Does this seem strange to we believers? It really shouldn't. It's a general principle of life that we see all around us, that what does not grow, and progress, does eventually die out. Can we really think that the walk of faith is any different? 

...let us go on to what belongs to full growth,... - And now we are told clearly that we should move on to the level of full growth in our faith, and understanding of God's word. There is no sitting down, peaceful and content, knowing just enough to make it in. God will not accept that attitude.

...not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and faith in God -  These Hebrew believers didn't really understand the walk of faith. They still thought in terms of the Old Testament Law. Do this, and don't do that, rules and regulations, rituals, and sacrifices. That's all they understood. Many Christians today think a lot like that. True, most don't try to keep the Old Testament Law. But their emphasis is on rules and regulations. And many do take portions of the law and try to apply them - out of context - to believers today. They are just as wrong as these Hebrews were.

...repentance from dead works... - These dead works are the works of the Old Testament Law that could not save you from sin. And these Hebrews are still so fascinated with them. In Hebrews 9:14 Paul tells these Hebrews that Christ's sacrifice on the cross will purify their consciences “..from dead works..”.

Heb 9:13  For if the blood of goats and bulls, and a heifer's ashes sprinkling the defiled, sanctifies for the purity of the flesh, 

Heb 9:14  how much rather shall the blood of the Christ, who by the eternal Spirit offered himself spotless to God, purify your conscience from dead works to worship the living God?

We can see from Heb. 9:13 above that Paul is there talking about the sacrifices and works of the Old Testament law, and Paul uses the very same two Greek words there in Heb. 9:14 for 'dead works' that he does here in Heb. 6:1 for 'dead works'. So it is clear that here in Heb. 6:1 Paul is talking about the works, and sacrifices of the law which could not free us from sin.

of the doctrine of washings... -  This washing here is the washing of items in the temple in Jerusalem. The Greek word here translated “washings” is the Strong's Concordance number G909 in the e-Sword Bible program. Using e-Sword to Search the entire New Testament we find that this Greek word G909 is used only in Mark 7:4 and 8, here in Hebrews 6:2, and in Hebrews 9:10. Let's see what the word is used to refer to in those other three passages and we might understand better what Paul is talking about here in Hebrews 6:2. 

Mar 7:3  (for the Pharisees and all the Jews, unless they wash their hands diligently, do not eat, holding what has been delivered by the ancients; 

Mar 7:4  and on coming from the market-place, unless they are washed, they do not eat; and there are many other things which they have received to hold, the washing of cups and vessels, and brazen utensils, and couches), 

Mar 7:5  then the Pharisees and the scribes ask him, Why do thy disciples not walk according to what has been delivered by the ancients, but eat the bread with defiled hands? 

Mar 7:6  But he answering said to them, Well did Esaias prophesy concerning you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honour me with their lips, but their heart is far away from me. 

Mar 7:7  But in vain do they worship me, teaching as their teachings commandments of men. 

Mar 7:8   For , leaving the commandment of God, ye hold what is delivered by men to keep --washings of vessels and cups, and many other such like things ye do. 

Mar 7:9  And he said to them, Well do ye set aside the commandment of God, that ye may observe what is delivered by yourselves to keep . 

Mar 7:10  For Moses said, Honour thy father and thy mother; and, he who speaks ill of father or mother, let him surely die.

The Greek word translated “washings” above in Mark 7:4 and 8 is used to refer to the Jews ceremonially washing pots, pans, cups and utensils in their religious practices under the Old Testament law. Now let's look at the usage in Hebrews 9:10

Heb 9:8  the Holy Spirit shewing this, that the way of the holy of holies has not yet been made manifest while as yet the first tabernacle has its standing; 

Heb 9:9  the which is an image for the present time, according to which both gifts and sacrifices, unable to perfect as to conscience him that worshipped, are offered, 

Heb 9:10   consisting only of meats and drinks and divers washings, ordinances of flesh, imposed until the time of setting things right.

Above in Hebrews 9:10 the Greek word translated “washings”, is again used to refer to the Jewish ceremonial washing of items during their religious practices. And again that is what the word is used to refer to in Mark 7:4, 8.

From this we can see that the word translated “washings” here in Heb. 6:2 surely refers to the washing of items in the temple at Jerusalem just as it does in the other three places where it is used in the New Testament. John Gill's Commentary explains that it refers to washings for the priests, the Israelite people, their garments, the temple utensils, the sacrifices, and other things as required by the law.

...and of imposition of hands... -  Since Paul is talking to Hebrew believers, and struggling to get them past the “dead works” of the Old Testament sacrifices, this laying on of hands would refer to the sacrifices at the Temple. The head of the family would bring an animal sacrifice, and lay his hands on it's head, ceremonially transferring his sins, and his families sins, to the animal about to die. These things aren't now necessary for we believers. We have a better covenant under the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Look at what Albert Barnes says about this.

Albert Barnes' notes on the Bible from the e-Sword Bible program available at http://www.e-sword.net/ - 

And of laying on of hands - This is the Fourth element or principle of religion. The Jews practiced the laying on of hands on a great variety of occasions. It was done when a blessing was imparted to anyone; when prayer was made for one; and when they offered sacrifice they laid their hands on the head of the victim, confessing their sins; Lev_16:21; Lev_24:14; Num_8:12. It was done on occasions of solemn consecration to office, and when friend supplicated the divine favor on friend. In like manner, it was often done by the Saviour and the apostles. The Redeemer laid his hands on children to bless them, and on the sick when he healed them; Mat_19:13; Mar_5:23; Mat_9:18. In like manner the apostles laid hands on others in the following circumstances:...

...and of resurrection of the dead... -  The resurrection is one of the main doctrines of our Christian faith. And in studying it we move into prophecy, and future things still to come. Paul is taking them beyond the basics. Albert Barnes notes below explain how wonderfully complicated this subject can get.

Albert Barnes' notes on the Bible from the e-Sword Bible program available at http://www.e-sword.net/ - 

And of resurrection of the dead - This is mentioned as the fifth element or principle of the Christian religion. This doctrine was denied by the Sadducees Mar_12:18; Act_23:8, and was ridiculed by philosophers; Act_17:32. It was, however, clearly taught by the Saviour, Joh_5:28-29, and became one of the cardinal doctrines of his religion. By the resurrection of the dead, however, in the New Testament, there is more intended than the resurrection of the “body.” The question about the resurrection included the whole inquiry about the future state, or whether man would live at all in the future world; compare the Mat_22:23 note; Act_23:6 note. This is one of the most important subjects that can come before the human mind, and one on which man has felt more perplexity than any other. The belief of the resurrection of the dead is an elementary article in the system of Christianity. It lies at the foundation of all our hopes....

...and of eternal judgment -  The judgment faces mankind. We know by faith that we are forgiven and will not have to face God in judgment. But the world at large does not have that assurance. This is an important theme in the Bible prophecies, and teachings. It only becomes more wonderfully complex, and interesting the further we go saints! Paul intends to teach us a little here - like it or not. Let's see what Albert Barnes says about this matter.

Albert Barnes' notes on the Bible from the e-Sword Bible program available at http://www.e-sword.net/ - 

And of eternal judgment - This is the sixth element or principle of religion. It is, that there will be a judgment whose consequences will be eternal. It does not mean, of course, that the process of the judgment will be eternal, or that the judgment day will continue forever; but that the results or consequences of the decision of that day will continue for ever. There will be no appeal from the sentence, nor will there be any reversal of the judgment then pronounced. What is decided then will be determined forever. The approval of the righteous will fix their state eternally in heaven, and in like manner the condemnation of the wicked will fix their doom forever in hell. This doctrine was one of the earliest that was taught by the Saviour and his apostles, and is inculcated in the New Testament perhaps with more frequency than any other; see Matt. 25; Act_17:31. 

Heb 6:3  and this will we do if God permit. 

Comments - 

and this will we do if God permit – Paul intends to teach them more than just the beginnings of the Gospel if at all possible. Even if it is hard for them to understand.

Heb 6:4  For it is impossible to renew again to repentance those once enlightened, and who have tasted of the heavenly gift, and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 

Comments - 

For it is impossible to renew again to repentance those once enlightened – The word “For” here connects this to the previous thoughts about these Hebrews who had stayed at the basics of the Gospel, thinking mostly about the Old Testament law. This passage has caused a lot of confusion as to what exactly is meant. Barnes explains this well.

Albert Barnes' notes on the Bible from the e-Sword Bible program available at http://www.e-sword.net/ - 

Heb 6:4  

For it is impossible - It is needless to say that the passage here Heb_6:4-6, has given occasion to much controversy, and that the opinions of commentators and of the Christian world are yet greatly divided in regard to its meaning. On the one hand, it is held that the passage is not intended to describe those who are true Christians, but only those who have been awakened and enlightened, and who then fall back; and on the other it is maintained that it refers to those who are true Christians, and who then apostatize. The contending parties have been Calvinists and Arminians; each party, in general, interpreting it according to the views which are held on the question about falling from grace. I shall endeavor, as well as I may be able, to state the true meaning of the passage by an examination of the words and phrases in detail, observing here, in general, that it seems to me that it refers to true Christians; that the object is to keep them from apostasy, and that it teaches that if they should apostatize, it would be impossible to renew them again or to save them....

Heb 6:5  and have tasted the good word of God, and the works of power of the age to come, 

Heb 6:6  and have fallen away, crucifying for themselves as they do the Son of God, and making a show of him . 

Comments - 

...and who have tasted of the heavenly gift, and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit  – Paul describes people who were believers. They knew the truth of the Gospel.

and have fallen away...  – But they had lost sight of it's purpose. They have fallen away from their faith in Christ.

...crucifying for themselves as they do the Son of God... - The e-Sword program's KJV with Tense, Voice, and Mood, says this phrase is Present Active Participle. 

The Complete Word Study New Testament indicates that the Present Participle means the action being talked about is continuous, or being repeated. Zodhiates, Spiros Th.D., Editor. The Complete Word Study New Testament, AMG Publishers, 1992, p. 867.

So Paul is describing people who had believed in the Gospel, but have left their faith and are now in a state of continuing to not accept the Gospel of Jesus Christ and the forgiveness of their sins that Christ has gained for them.

Heb 6:7  For ground which drinks the rain which comes often upon it, and produces useful herbs for those for whose sakes also it is tilled, partakes of blessing from God; 

Heb 6:8  but bringing forth thorns and briars, it is found worthless and nigh to a curse, whose end is to be burned.

Comments - 

...and produces useful herbs for those for whose sakes also it is tilled, partakes of blessing from God – Paul is giving an example here to these Hebrews. If a believer takes the teaching of God (the rain), and yields greater learning, useful attitudes, and even help for others, then they will be blessed by God. But if the believer flatly refuses to learn the lessons God gives them, and produces bad attitudes that hinder, and bind other believers, they aren't worth much except to be dug up, thrown on the trash heap, and burned by God. 

Heb 6:9  But we are persuaded concerning you, beloved, better things, and connected with salvation, even if we speak thus.

Comments - 

Paul has persuaded himself that these Hebrews are still believers. But he is concerned about their stubborn refusal to move on past the attitudes of the law. That's why he has warned them in Heb. 6:1-8 about the danger of falling from their faith. 

Heb 6:10  For God is not unrighteous to forget your work, and the love which ye have shewn to his name, having ministered to the saints, and still ministering. 

Heb 6:11  But we desire earnestly that each one of you shew the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end; 

Comments - 

These Hebrews needed to move past the rules of the law, into a full assurance of the faith, believing that God will forgive all sins for Christ's sake, if we but ask.

John Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible from the e-Sword Bible program available at http://www.e-sword.net/ - 

...to the full assurance of hope unto the end; not only that they might keep up an hope, but attain to the full assurance of it; as to interest in the love and grace of God; in the covenant of grace, its blessings and promises; in God, as a covenant God and Father; in Christ, as a Saviour and Redeemer; and as to the truth of the work of grace upon their souls, and their right and meetness for the possession of eternal glory and happiness:...

Heb 6:12  that ye be not sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience have been inheritors of the promises. 

Heb 6:13  For God, having promised to Abraham, since he had no greater to swear by, swore by himself, 

Heb 6:14  saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee; 

Heb 6:15  and thus, having had long patience, he got the promise.

Comments - 

saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will multiply thee; – This mainly refers to Genesis 22 where God tells Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac, whom he had waited for so many years. He was willing to do this, believing that God would raise Isaac from the dead if necessary (See Heb. 11:19). 

Gen 22:15  And the Angel of Jehovah called to Abraham from the heavens a second time, 

Gen 22:16  and said, By myself I swear, saith Jehovah, that, because thou hast done this, and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son , 

Gen 22:17  I will richly bless thee, and greatly multiply thy seed, as the stars of heaven, and as the sand that is on the sea-shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 

Gen 22:18  and in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth bless themselves, because thou hast hearkened to my voice.

A few comments on Gen 22:17-18 - 

Jehovah God promised this to Abraham without any qualifications. And it is in effect today just as much as it was in the Old Testament times. It doesn't matter if the children of Israel don't always keep God's ways. They will still be blessed with this promise. God can keep them in line sufficiently without having to renege on this promise to Abraham. These peoples of Israel (and not just Judah either) will have immense power, being a huge population group on this earth. God said they would be like the dust of the earth in His first promise to Abraham (See Gen. 13:16). It may be implied here that they will dwell by sea shores as they spread out over the earth, and be a maritime culture since they are first compared to the sand of the sea here in Gen 22:17. They will militarily possess the gates (i.e. the choke points) of their enemies around the world, and that will allow them to control those enemies. This would be much easier to do if they were a strong naval power. Just remember that this promise is to all of the children of Israel, and not just to Judah.

Heb 6:16  For men indeed swear by a greater, and with them the oath is a term to all dispute, as making matters sure. 

Heb 6:17  Wherein God, willing to shew more abundantly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of his purpose, intervened by an oath,

Comments - 

Wherein God, willing to shew more abundantly to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of his purpose... – God wanted to make it clear beyond any doubt that all that He promised here without qualification was going to happen to the people of Israel whether they, or anyone else on this earth liked it or not. But that's not fair some would say. Even many in the church think that. That's unfortunate because God said it and is right now causing this promise to happen for the people of Israel or He has failed in His promises. The  “unchangeableness” is what God wants everyone to understand. Once He has said He will do a particular thing you can be sure that He will whether anyone thinks it's the right thing or not.  Even if it takes Him several millennium's of our years to accomplish all of it. He does not see time as we do. God can be depended on to keep all of His word.

...intervened by an oath, – God was so determined that He would do all of this for the people of Israel that He swore by His own name to Abraham that if he was who He said, then He would do all of this without failing. There is no qualification, or limitation to that promise.

Heb 6:18  that by two unchangeable things, in which it was impossible that God should lie, we might have a strong encouragement, who have fled for refuge to lay hold on the hope set before us,

that by two unchangeable things... – Those two things are God's promise, and His oath to do all of that promise. See what John Gill says about this, and about God's dependability.

John Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible from the e-Sword Bible program available at http://www.e-sword.net/ -  

Heb 6:18  That by two immutable things,.... God's counsel and oath, which never change and alter, and from which he never varies: 

Heb 6:19  which we have as anchor of the soul, both secure and firm, and entering into that within the veil, 

Heb 6:20  where Jesus is entered as forerunner for us, become for ever a high priest according to the order of Melchisedec.

which we have as anchor of the soul... – We can depend on God's faithfulness to do what he has promised. Christ died for our sins, and gained forgiveness for us, if we will ask for it. He has become the High Priest for us after the order of Melchisedec.

Conclusion - 

We have seen Paul continue to teach the Hebrew believers, and we modern believers, that the rules of the Old Testament law, could not free from sin. But the gracious forgiveness of God can free us from sin's hold, and curse. Jesus Christ gained us that forgiveness and has become the High Priest before God after the order of Melchisedec. We must move past the rules, and regulations of the law into grace, forgiveness, and freedom from sin.
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