Lesson – God doesn't want you to stay on just the basics of the Gospel.

For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have again need that one should teach you what are the elements of the beginning of the oracles of God, and are become such as have need of milk, and not of solid food. -  Heb 5:12
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Sources -

All bible text, unless otherwise indicated, is the Darby Translation. ASV indicates the American Standard Version, with KJV indicating the King James Version. Quotations are often included from various classic Christian commentaries such as John Gill's Expositor, Jamieson, Fausset and Brown, Robertson's New Testament Word Pictures, and others. Greek and Hebrew word definitions are often included which are from the Strong’s Concordance, unless otherwise indicated. All of these sources, both the bible texts, commentaries, and word definition’s are taken from the excellent source, the e-Sword Bible computer program found at http://www.e-sword.net/index.html unless otherwise indicated. Clipart is courtesy of ChristiansUnite.com at http://clipart.christiansunite.com .

Introduction - 

In this lesson we will learn about Christ's priesthood. He is not a priest in the Levitical Priesthood of the Old Testament Law. Those priests were all of the tribe of Levi, and were subject to the law themselves. Christ has fulfilled all of the requirements of that law, and has gained forgiveness of sin for all of us who ask God to forgive them. Paul tells us that Christ is a priest after the order of Melchizedek. Melchizedek was the priest who Abraham meet, and honored with a tithe of all that he had. That opens a lot of interesting questions for us because there isn't much said about this Melchizedek. 

Paul also talks about the way that some Christians want to stay at the most basic levels of their faith, and don't seem to want to learn more about the depths of God's revelations to us. They should be teachers, but still need someone to explain the basics of the Gospel to them again. Paul doesn't think very much of these believers, and says that they need to move on and learn more about God.

The lesson text is Hebrews chapter 5 -

Heb 5:1  For every high priest taken from amongst men is established for men in things relating to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins; 

Heb 5:2  being able to exercise forbearance towards the ignorant and erring, since he himself also is clothed with infirmity; 

Heb 5:3  and, on account of this infirmity , he ought, even as for the people, so also for himself, to offer for sins. 

Comments - 

...that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins - The Old Testament Priest was able to offer the sacrifices of the people for their sins. They could not do it themselves. The priest had to offer it for them. Remember that principle because Christ becomes our priest and has already offered the sacrifice for our sins with His death on the cross. We cannot do this for ourselves.

Heb 5:4  And no one takes the honour to himself but as called by God, even as Aaron also. 

Heb 5:5  Thus the Christ also has not glorified himself to be made a high priest; but he who had said to him, *Thou* art my Son, *I* have to-day begotten thee. 

Heb 5:6  Even as also in another place he says, *Thou* art a priest for ever according to the order of Melchisedec. 

Comments - 

And no one takes the honour to himself but as called by God... - Just like Aaron, Moses brother, was appointed by God as the High Priest. He did not appoint himself, or receive it just from Moses. In this same way, Jesus Christ has been appoinyed by God the Father as the High Priest after this order of Melchisedec. 

Even as also in another place he says... - This is a quote from Psalm 110 which Paul tells us refers to the Christ and His appointment by God the Father as the High Priest after this order of Melchisedec. Let's read this short Psalm.

Psa 110:1  Psalm of David. Jehovah said unto my Lord, Sit at my right hand, until I put thine enemies as footstool of thy feet. 

Psa 110:2  Jehovah shall send the sceptre of thy might out of Zion: rule in the midst of thine enemies. 

Psa 110:3  Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in holy splendour: from the womb of the morning shall come to thee the dew of thy youth. 

Psa 110:4  Jehovah hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art priest for ever after the order of Melchisedek.

Psa 110:5  The Lord at thy right hand will smite through kings in the day of his anger. 

Psa 110:6  He shall judge among the nations; he shall fill all places with dead bodies; he shall smite through the head over a great country. 

Psa 110:7  He shall drink of the brook in the way; therefore shall he lift up the head.

We believers should be able to see that this Psalm pictures God the Father establishing Jesus Christ at his right hand in heaven after His death, resurrection, and ascension. There He has established Christ as the High Priest of the Order of Melchisedec.

Heb 5:7  Who in the days of his flesh, having offered up both supplications and entreaties to him who was able to save him out of death, with strong crying and tears; (and having been heard because of his piety;) 

Heb 5:8  though he were Son, he learned obedience from the things which he suffered; 

Heb 5:9  and having been perfected, became to all them that obey him, author of eternal salvation;

Heb 5:10  addressed by God as high priest according to the order of Melchisedec. 

Heb 5:11  Concerning whom we have much to say, and hard to be interpreted in speaking of it , since ye are become dull in hearing. 

Comments - 

Concerning whom we have much to say... - Now Paul warns these believers that he has a lot to teach them about the Melchisedec Priesthood of Christ.

...and hard to be interpreted in speaking of it... - Then he warns these slow friends that it is a difficult subject to understand. But he is still going to teach them even if it is hard going. Paul is not going to let them stay with just simple teaching. Paul knows that this is a difficult subject, but it's important, and he is going to teach them about it even if it is a hard study. 

...since ye are become dull in hearing – Here Paul says that it is going to be especially hard for them to understand his teaching because they are so lazy, and dull in their learning about God's word. 

The King James Version (KJV) that many people use, says that they “..are dull of hearing...”. But the Companion Bible's side notes say that the Greek word translated “are” actually means “have become”. Many other English translations do agree with that word translation. For example the - American Standard Version, Darby Bible, Emphasized Bible, English Majority Text Version, English Standard Version, Geneva Bible, Literal Translation of the Holy Bible, and Young's Literal Translation - all say that these believers had become dull of hearing. So they didn't start out slow, but had become that way. They had refused to move beyond the basic view of the Gospel that they liked. 

Remember - Paul isn't insulting those who don't naturally learn fast. But he is rebuking those who aren't willing to learn!

...dull in hearing - Robertson's (in the quote just below) says this Greek wording is used only in Hebrews 5:11 and 6:12. 

Robertson's New Testament Word Pictures from e-Sword Bible program -

Heb 5:11  

Of whom (peri hou). Or “concerning which,” for hou can be either masculine or neuter (genitive). It is the likeness of Jesus as high priest to Melchizedek that the author has in mind. He is ready to discuss that but for the fear that the reader may fail to grasp his meaning, for he will run counter to the usual Jewish ideas. Hence he pauses to stir up the interest of the readers (5:11-6:20) before going on with the argument (7:1-28). 

Hard of interpretation (dusermēneutos). Late and rare verbal compound (dus, hermēneuō), in Diodorus and Philo, here only in N.T. Hard to explain because of the strange (to Jews) line taken, but still more because of their dulness. 

Dull of hearing (nōthroi tais akoais). Old adjective (papyri also), from negative nē and ōtheō, to push, no push in the hearing, slow and sluggish in mind as well as in the ears. In N.T. only here and Heb_6:12 (slack, sluggish). Plato calls some students nōthroi (stupid).

Robertson's Word Pictures also says that Plato, the Greek philosopher, used this word to call some students “stupid”. These are not flattering words. It doesn't seem that you get extra points with God just for keeping it real simple. 

Now the beginning of the Gospel is simple, and must be presented that way. But Paul is saying that God does not want us to stay there! He expects us to study our Bible, and continue to learn about God's revelations to us throughout our entire life. The believer should be willing to do that for God who has forgiven them of all of their sin. If they aren't then something is wrong in their understanding of God's will for us. Or something is very wrong in their attitude.

Heb 5:12  For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have again need that one should teach you what are the elements of the beginning of the oracles of God, and are become such as have need of milk, and not of solid food. 

Comments - 

...ye ought to be teachers... - These believers have known the Gospel long enough that they should be well past the basics of the faith. They should have a much deeper, broader understanding of the Gospel, and of the rest of God's word. They should be able to draw from that deeper knowledge to help them teach new believers so that they can also progress beyond just the basics of the Gospel, into a deeper understanding of God's will. You aren't supposed to be babied all of your life. You are supposed to grow up and help to teach others as they come into the faith.

...ye have again need that one should teach you what are the elements of the beginning of the oracles of God... -  Instead these believers are still at the level of just the basics. They can't stand, or understand, teaching beyond that point. Paul is tired of their willful ignorance about the broader revelation of God's plan for mankind. 

...are become such as have need of milk, and not of solid food -  He is calling them babies, still needing to be feed only milk. No meat or solid food for them. What an embarrassment this is, that Christians who have been believers for so long are still at that low level of knowledge. They're refusing to expand their perspective, and knowledge of God's word. This is an important lesson here. God is not happy when we stay at the milk of the Gospel. We are supposed to gain greater perspective, with broader understanding of what God's word says. We won't receive extra points from God for staying with just the simplicity of the Gospel. What a shock this must be to many Christians today!

Now we should keep in mind who Paul addresses this letter too. It is too the Hebrews, the Jewish believers in Jesus who have still hung on to the practices, and level of understanding of the Old Testament law. They have refused to let go of the ordinances, and traditions. They still think only in those terms. In the other letters from Paul we can see that they continued to go into his churches when he was not there, and upset the people. They taught that those Gentile believers had to be circumcised, and keep at least the more obvious ordinances such as the food laws, and others. 

Paul is teaching them about the higher priesthood of the Melchisedec order of the Old Testament before the law of Moses. Abraham gave tithes to this mysterious priest Melchisedec. This is a mystery that many Christians would find hard to understand today. Many have not even studied about it. And worse yet..it is in the Old Testament which is difficult to understand. Yet Paul tells us that he is going to look into these things and he expects us (as he did the Hebrews) to follow. Many Christians today may not have exactly the same Old Testament attitudes as the Hebrews whom Paul wrote too. But they have still stayed with a very basic level of understanding of the Gospel. Many don't want to learn about the Old Testament, much less matters like prophecy. And in the next chapter Paul lists the basics that the Hebrews still need teaching on, and prophetic items are on that list. This rebuke hits us today just as truly as it did these Hebrews in the first century.

Heb 5:13  For every one that partakes of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe; 

Heb 5:14  but solid food belongs to full-grown men, who, on account of habit, have their senses exercised for distinguishing both good and evil.

Comments - 

For every one that partakes of milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a babe -  Is this said clearly enough? You are still a baby if you have been a Christian for some years, and you haven't grown beyond just the basics of the Gospel. Paul tells us what those basics are in the next chapter (Hebrews 6:1-3). They are - salvation, baptism, laying on hands to establish authority, our coming resurrection from the dead, and God's final judgment of all. 

Heb 6:1  Wherefore, leaving the word of the beginning of the Christ, let us go on to what belongs to full growth, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and faith in God, 

Heb 6:2  of the doctrine of washings, and of imposition of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment; 

Heb 6:3  and this will we do if God permit.

Take note that Paul says these are just simple basics. But most Christians today would think the resurrection, and the final judgment are difficult subjects. You need to know the Prophetic outline in the Old Testament, and the New Testament to understand those two doctrines. I have had some believers tell me they won't study prophecy because you can't know who is right. With that attitude you won't know either! But Paul isn't giving them any sympathy. He says those doctrines are Gospel basics. And we are supposed to get well beyond them in our understanding. With the lazy attitude of some Christians today, are they really going to be acceptable before God in the “eternal judgment”?

Conclusion - 

In this lesson we've learned that God the Father appointed Christ as the High Priest of the order of Melchisedec. Christ fulfilled all of the law's requirements, and died sacrificially for all sin. He has gained our forgiveness for sin. The Old Testament Law could never do that for us. Paul also says that many of these Hebrew believers had stayed at the basics of the Gospel on purpose. They saw the Gospel as only an extension of the law. They didn't want to learn more about God's revelations to man. Paul was unhappy with them and said they needed to move on and learn more about God. They needed to get beyond just the basics of the Gospel. So we have to do the same. We are not pleasing God when we try to stay at just the beginning level of the Christian life.
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