
Lesson – The 483 years from the rebuilding of Jerusalem to Messaih the prince

25  Know therefore and understand: From the going forth of the word to restore and to build Jerusalem unto Messiah, the Prince, are seven weeks, and sixty-two weeks..

The street and the moat shall be built again, even in troublous times. -  Daniel 9:25
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Sources -

All bible text, unless otherwise indicated, is the Darby Translation. ASV indicates the American Standard Version, with KJV indicating the King James Version. Quotations are often included from various classic christian commentaries such as John Gill's Expositor, Jamieson, Fausset and Brown, Robertson's New Testament Word Pictures, and others. Greek and Hebrew word definitions are often included from the Strong’s Concordance, unless otherwise indicated. All of these sources, both the bible text’s, commentaries, and Strong’s definition’s are taken from THE WORD from Online Bible 1.00, or The Power Bible also from Online Bible, unless otherwise indicated.

Introduction

Zooming in on verses 25 and 26 of Daniel's 9th chapter in this lesson we will see that a very specific prophecy is given concerning the the time from the giving of the command to restore Jerusalem unto the revelation of Messaih the prince. It is an amazing prediction for which the dates and times can be established well enough to check the veracity of what Daniel has recorded in the verses. In this lesson we will look at this prophecy about the coming Messiah.

Lesson Text - Daniel 9: 1, 21-26

First a little background....

Our background begins with the reference that this prophecy was given to Daniel in the first year of the reign of Darius of the Medes. The name Darius, though, wasn't unusual among the kings of the Medes and Persians. As I understand it this Darius the Mede, was not heir to the throne but rather was made king by Cyrus (see the reference in Daniel 5:31). In the first year of his reign (which Jamieson, Fausset and Brown give as 537 B.C.) Daniel was again visited by the angel Gabriel who enabled him to understand the vision of the seventy weeks. In this lesson we'll look at his vision in respect to the matters prophecied concerning the Messiah.

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown Commentary from The Online Bible Program -

1. first year of Darius—Cyaxares II,  in whose name Cyrus,  his nephew, son-in-law,  and successor,  took Babylon,  538 B.C. The date of this chapter is therefore 537 B.C.,  a year before Cyrus permitted the Jews to return from exile,  and sixty-nine years after Daniel had been carried captive at the beginning of the captivity,  606 B.C. 

son of Ahasuerus—called Astyages by XENOPHON. Ahasuerus was a name common to many of the kings of Medo-Persia. 

made king—The phrase implies that Darius owed the kingdom not to his own prowess,  but to that of another,  namely,  Cyrus. 

1 ¶ In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus, of the seed of the Medes, who was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans,

21  whilst I was yet speaking in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the beginning, flying swiftly, touched me about the time of the evening oblation.

22  And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, Daniel, I am now come forth to make thee skilful of understanding.

23  At the beginning of thy supplications the word went forth, and I am come to declare it; for thou art one greatly beloved. Therefore consider the word, and have understanding in the vision:

The vision of the Seventy Weeks -

Gabriel revealed to Daniel that seventy "weeks" exactly were set by God for the accomplishment of many things in relation to the Jewish nation. Among these matters prophesied to be accomplished during these seventy weeks was the repossession of the Holy city, Jerusalem, by the Jewish people again, closing “the transgression”, making “an end of sins” and bringing in “the righteousness of the ages”. 

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown Commentary from The Online Bible -

.......

finish—literally "shut up"; remove from God’s sight,  that is,  abolish (#Ps 51:9) [LENGKERKE]. The seventy years exile was a punishment, but not a full atonement,  for the sin of the people; this would come only after seventy prophetic weeks,  through Messiah. 

make an end of—The Hebrew reading,  "to steal, " that is,  to hide out of sight (from the custom of sealing up things to be concealed, compare #Job 9:7),  is better supported. 

make reconciliation for—literally,  "to cover, " to overlay (as with pitch,  #Ge 6:14). Compare #Ps 32:1. 

.........

In verse 24 Gabriel told Daniel there would be exactly seventy ‘sevens’ (clearly of years) to accomplish all these things. Transgression (Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance gives the meaning of the word as ‘the revolt’) would be closed (Strong’s gives ‘restricted’). There would be an end (meaning a completion) to sin (which means ‘the offence’ against God). And for us a very important point, an expiation (a covering) would be made for iniquity (which is all of the perversity of our sins) clearly so that God would not see them anymore and break out in judgment against us because of them. Without this essential covering of our sins we would have no hope of one day seeing God as other than Judge.

24  Seventy weeks are apportioned out upon thy people and upon thy holy city, to close the transgression, and to make an end of sins, and to make expiation for iniquity, and to bring in the righteousness of the ages, and to seal the vision and prophet, and to anoint the holy of holies.

weeks -  07620. ewbv shabuwaæ shaw-boo’-ah; or ebv shabuaæ shaw-boo’-ah; also (feminine) hebv sh@buæah sheb-oo-aw’; properly, passive participle of 07650 as a denominative of 07651; literal, sevened, i.e. a week (specifically, of years):—seven, week. 

to close -  03607. alk kalaÆ kaw-law’; a primitive root; to restrict, by act (hold back or in) or word (prohibit):—finish, forbid, keep (back), refrain, restrain, retain, shut up, be stayed, withhold. 

the transgression - 06588. evp peshaæ peh’-shah; from 06586; a revolt (national, moral or religious):—rebellion, sin, transgression, trespass. 

and to make an end  - 08552. Mmt tamam taw-mam’; a primitive root; to complete, in a good or a bad sense, literal, or figurative, transitive or intransitive (as follows):—accomplish, cease, be clean pass-ed, consume, have done, (come to an, have an, make an) end, fail, come to the full, be all gone, X be all here, be (make) perfect, be spent, sum, be (shew self) upright, be wasted, whole. 

Nmt teman, Teman. See 08486, 08487. 

of sins - 02403. hajx chattaÆah khat-taw-aw’; or tajx chattaÆth khat-tawth’; from 02398; an offence (sometimes habitual sinfulness), and its penalty, occasion, sacrifice, or expiation; also (concretely) an offender:—punishment (of sin), purifying(-fication for sin), sin(-ner, offering). 

and to make expiation -  03722. rpk kaphar kaw-far’; a primitive root; to cover (specifically with bitumen); figuratively, to expiate or condone, to placate or cancel:—appease, make (an atonement, cleanse, disannul, forgive, be merciful, pacify, pardon, purge (away), put off, (make) reconcile(-liation). 

for iniquity - 05771. Nwe æavon aw-vone’; or Nwwe æavown (#2Ki 7:9; Ps 51:5) aw-vone’; from 05753; perversity, i.e. (moral) evil:—fault, iniquity, mischeif, punishment (of iniquity), sin. 

…unto Messiah, the Prince, are seven weeks, and sixty-two weeks…

In verse 25 Daniel is told that there would be a total of sixty nine sevens until the coming of Messiah the prince. The sixty nine weeks is in two parts of first seven weeks, or 49 years,  and then sixty two weeks, 434 years, totally sixty nine weeks which represents a total of 483 years. Some scholars have understood the first period of seven sevens, or 49 years, as probably representing the time of the rebuilding of Jerusalem. The second period of time, the sixty two sevens, would represent 434 years from then to the coming or revelation of Messiah as the prince. I think it likely that this total period of 483 years would extend to the time in the Messiah's life of his revelation as the prince. But after that He would be cut off in death and have nothing for Himself in the way of an earthly kingdom. But that just wasn't what the Jewish people anticipated for the coming of their Messiah at that time. They were downtrodden under the rule of the Romans and yearned for a king who would defeat the Gentiles and throw them out of their country. But Daniel indicates that he was to be cut off from life with no clear indication of anything left for him as the Messaiah that he was. The yearning of his people for freedom under him will happen one day in the fullness of God's time. And worse, the angel tell's Daniel that the people of a prince yet to come will then destroy the temple and the city of Jerusalem again.

25  Know therefore and understand: From the going forth of the word to restore and to build Jerusalem unto Messiah, the Prince, are seven weeks, and sixty-two weeks..

The street and the moat shall be built again, even in troublous times

1917 Scofield Reference Bible Notes from The Online Bible Program

   [2] {from the going forth of the commandment} 

   Three decrees concerning Jerusalem are recorded, that of Cyrus, B.C. 536 (Ussher), for the restoration of the "house of the Lord God of Israel" #2Ch 36:22,23 Ezr 1:1-3 that of Darius #Eze 6:3-8 B.C. 521-486), and that of Artaxerxes in his seventh year.  #Eze 7:7 say, B.C. 458). Artaxerxes in his twentieth year, B.C. 444 (Hales, Jahn), 446 (A.V.), 454 (Ussher, Hengstenberg), gave permission for the rebuilding of the "city, " i.e., "Jerusalem" #Ne 2:1-8. The latter decree is, obviously, that from which the "seven weeks" (49 years) run, unless by "the commandment to restore, " etc. is meant the divine decree #Da 9:23. In the present state of biblical chronology the date of the decree of Artaxerxes  cannot be unanswerably fixed farther than to say that it was issued  between 454 and 444 B.C.  In either case we are brought to the time of Christ.  Prophetic time is invariably so near as to give full warning, so indeterminate as to give no satisfaction to mere curiosity. (cf) #Mt 24:36 Ac 1:7. The 434 years reckon, of course, from the end of the seven weeks so that the whole time from "the going forth of the commandment to restore, " etc., "unto the Messiah" is sixty-nine weeks of years, or 483 years. 

Comments - 

The street and the moat shall be built again, even in troublous times -  This was accomplished as recorded in Nehemiah chapters 4 – 6.


Nehemiah 6: 15 ¶ So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days.


16  And it came to pass that when all our enemies heard of it, all the nations that were about us were afraid 
and were much cast down in their own eyes, and they perceived that this work was wrought by our God.

26  And after the sixty-two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, and shall have nothing; and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be with an overflow, and unto the end, war, —the desolations determined.

of the prince -  05057. dygn nagiyd naw-gheed’; or dgn nagid naw-gheed’; from 05046; a commander (as occupying the front), civil, military or religious; generally (abstractly, plural), honorable themes:—captain, chief, excellent thing, (chief) governor, leader, noble, prince, (chief) ruler. 

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown Commentary from The Online Bible -

not for himself—rather,  "there shall be nothing to Him" [HENGSTENBERG]; not that the real object of His first coming (His spiritual kingdom) should be frustrated; but the earthly kingdom anticipated by the Jews should,  for the present,  come to naught,  and not then be realized. TREGELLES refers the title,  "the Prince" (#Da 9:25),  to the time of His entering Jerusalem on an ass’s colt, His only appearance as a king,  and six days afterwards put to death as "King of the Jews." 

the people of the prince—the Romans,  led by Titus,  the representative of the world power,  ultimately to be transferred to Messiah,  and so called by Messiah’s title,  "the Prince"; as also because sent by Him,  as His instrument of judgment (#Mt 22:7). 

And after the sixty-two weeks shall Messiah be cut off...

This, incredibly, is just what happened to Jesus of Nazareth in 33 A.D., the traditional year of his crucifiction. He entered Jerusalem to the cheering and adoration of the crowds riding on a donkey as some kings of ancient Israel did. And only a few days later the crowds and His followers deserted Him and the religious leaders arrested and tried Him on the basis of what the Gospel's show was false witness. He was cut of from life, being crucified by the Romans at the instigation of the religious leaders and burried hurredly by just a few of His followers, evidently most of them women. Most of the men were terrified and in hiding. He had nothing left to indicate him a Messiah or prince. But amazingly, faith in His ressurection according to the testimony of His diciples and others has grown to a truly world wide following of incredible proportions. Was the prophecy to Daniel in chapter nine fulfilled? To me it seems apparent that it was fulfilled in amazing detail exactly as predicted. And the time? What of it? Did the prophecy hold true for the 483 years predicted from the issue of the command to rebuild Jerusalem to the coming of the Messaih the prince? I believe it did prove accurate on this point also. Let's look at the dates.

Sources I have used such as Daniel in the Critics Den by Josh McDowell give a date of March 5 444 B.C. As the most likely one for the issuing of the command to rebuild Jerusalem. The decree was made by Artaxerxes. Let's start there.

March 5, 444 B.C. To March 5, 33 A.D. = 476 Years
Remember, there was no year 0 B.C.








So subtract add 444 plus 33 for 477 then 






subtract 1 for 476. Why 33 A.D.? Just 






bear with me a moment.

476 Years times 365.24 Days = 173,855 Days

Why do this? You'll see in a moment.

From March 5th to the 30th 

33 A.D. Is 25 more days. So add        25 Days

Now we have exactly                 173,880 Days

Watch because we're almost there.

The ancient Hebrews used a Lunar Calendar that

had 360 Days. 

No Daniel was told there would be 69 sevens

until Messiah the prince. 

So 69 times 7 = 483 Years.

And 483 Years times 360 Days = 173,880 Days     

So the 483 Lunar Calendar Years Daniel was given until the revelation of Messiah the Prince were  the same number of days (using our Solar Calendar) that we get from March 5, 444 B.C. To March 30, 33 A.D. The Passover would have been shortly after that date as I understand it. Perhaps this day March 30, 33 A.D. was the very day Jesus entered Jerusalem to the cheering of the crowds 

Conclusion

It seems clear enough that the prophecy established the time of Jesus revealtion as the prince entering Jerusalem and the time of His crucifiction after that point. Coincidence? Many would say so or dispute the dates in some respect. To me it seems to fit together in a wonderful manner. Our Messiah was prophecied to come and suffer and die and seem for all intents to have failed and to leave no legacy as the prince that He was. But he said Himself that His kingdom was not of this earth. And the spiritual kingdom he has created exists all over the earth. And one day, he is prophesied in opther passages in our Bible to return and then establish His earthly kingdom with his people Israel once again. The legacy has turned out to be much greater that it could possibly have appeared to mere man so long ago.What fo you think of this prophecy of Daniel's now?
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